
 

 

Short story writing 
 

Goal of short story writing is to entertain and 

engage readers without overwhelming them with 

complexity. 

 

Key points to remember: 

 

 Choose a simple and relatable theme: Select a 

theme that is easily understood and resonates 

with a wide audience. Examples include love, 

friendship, overcoming challenges, or the 

power of kindness. 

 

 Keep the plot straightforward: Stick to a linear 

plotline without too many twists or 

complexities. Focus on a single event or a brief 



 

 

sequence of events that drives the story 

forward. 

 

 Create a likable protagonist: Develop a main 

character that readers can quickly connect with 

and root for. Allows readers to effortlessly 

imagine the environment. 

 

 Use simple language: Keep the language and 

sentence structure straightforward and 

accessible. Avoid overly complex vocabulary or 

convoluted sentence constructions. 

 

 Focus on a single conflict: Highlight one main 

conflict or challenge that the protagonist must 

overcome. This helps maintain a clear and 

focused storyline. 

 



 

 

 Incorporate a twist or surprise: Introduce a 

small surprise or unexpected turn of events to 

engage readers and add intrigue to the story. 

 

 Conclude with a satisfying resolution: Wrap up 

the story in a way that provides a sense of 

closure and fulfillment. 

 

 Edit and polish: Even though the story is short 

and easy, it's still important to review and 

revise. Eliminate any unnecessary details or 

repetition, and ensure the story flows smoothly. 

 

Example 1: Short story writing 

 

Title: The Magic Seeds 

 



 

 

Once upon a time, in a small village nestled by the 

river, lived a young girl named Lily. She had a green 

thumb and loved tending to her tiny garden. 

 

One sunny day, an old man passed by and gifted Lily 

a small pouch filled with magical seeds. "Plant these 

with love and care," he said, his eyes twinkling with 

mystery. 

 

Curiosity sparked within Lily as she carefully planted 

the seeds in her garden. To her surprise, vibrant 

flowers bloomed overnight. Each blossom 

possessed a unique enchantment. 

 

The village soon heard of Lily's magical garden and 

flocked to witness its beauty. People in need sought 

solace among the flowers. A sad man found joy in 

the petals, a lonely woman found companionship in 



 

 

their fragrance, and a sick child found healing within 

their delicate touch. 

 

Word spread far and wide, and people from distant 

lands traveled to see the mystical flowers. Lily's 

garden became a sanctuary, spreading happiness 

and hope throughout the world. 

 

As seasons passed, Lily continued to nurture her 

garden, always sharing its magic selflessly. And in 

return, the garden flourished, growing more vibrant 

with every passing day. 

 

Years later, as Lily looked upon her garden, she 

realized that the true magic lay not in the seeds, but 

in the love and kindness she had sown within her 

heart. 

 



 

 

And so, the legacy of the magical garden lived on, 

inspiring generations to cultivate love, kindness, 

and the beauty that blooms from within. 

 

#In this short story, we have a relatable 

protagonist (Lily), a simple plotline centered 

around the magical garden, a familiar setting (a 

small village), and a straightforward resolution 

that emphasizes the power of love and kindness. 

The story also incorporates a touch of surprise 

with the magical seeds and showcases a clear 

theme of the transformative effects of empathy 

and compassion. 

 

Example 2: 

 

Title: The Lost Key 

 



 

 

In a bustling city, Sarah hurried through the 

crowded streets. Her heart raced as she realized she 

had lost her house key. Panic set in, for she couldn't 

get inside without it. 

 

Determined to find a solution, Sarah retraced her 

steps, searching high and low. Just as hope began to 

fade, she stumbled upon an old antique shop 

tucked away in an alley. 

 

Curiosity drew her inside, where she met Mr. 

O'Brien, the shop owner, who had a mischievous 

smile. "Lost something, dear?" he asked, eyes 

twinkling. 

 

Sarah explained her predicament, and Mr. O'Brien 

reached under the counter, revealing an ornate key. 

"This key has a special power," he whispered. "It 



 

 

can open any door, but be warned, it comes with a 

price." 

 

With a mix of excitement and trepidation, Sarah 

accepted the key and rushed home. Holding her 

breath, she inserted the key into the lock. The door 

swung open effortlessly, revealing her cozy 

sanctuary. 

 

Days turned into weeks, and Sarah marveled at the 

key's ability to unlock hidden wonders. She 

explored secret gardens, unlocked forgotten 

memories, and opened doors to new friendships. 

 

But as time passed, Sarah felt a growing emptiness 

within. She realized the key's price was the joy of 

discovery. Opening every door had robbed her of 

the thrill of anticipation and the beauty of the 

unknown. 



 

 

 

With a heavy heart, Sarah returned to Mr. O'Brien's 

shop. She handed him the key, gratitude mingled 

with regret in her eyes. "I've learned that some 

doors are meant to remain closed," she said softly. 

 

Mr. O'Brien nodded knowingly, accepting the key. 

"Remember, Sarah, sometimes the greatest 

treasures lie in the mysteries that remain locked. 

Seek them with an open heart." 

 

And so, Sarah left the shop, her spirit lighter and her 

perspective changed. From that day forward, she 

treasured the mystery of closed doors, cherishing 

the enchantment they held. 

 

#In this very short story, we have a clear 

protagonist (Sarah) and a simple plotline centered 



 

 

around the lost key and its consequences. The 

antique shop serves as a familiar setting, and the 

story explores the theme of the value of mystery 

and the importance of embracing the unknown. 

The ending provides a satisfying resolution as 

Sarah learns a valuable lesson and finds a new 

appreciation for closed doors. 

 


